we 


College Housing Loans Program and instructed Council representatives to make 
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of Title X of the National Defense Education Act of 1958. 
It was decided that no further representation should be made to Congress concerning Sub- 
section (2), the affirmative loyalty oath. The approved resolution follows: 


The Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal Government reasserts 
most earnestly its support for the elimination of the "disclaimer affidavit" required by 
Section 1001 (f) (1) of Title X of the National Defense Education Act of 1958. This affi- 
davit is opposed for the following reasons, among others: 

(a) It is discriminatory. It is discriminatory against students as compared with 
other persons, such as farmers, dependent people, etc., who receive Federal assistance; 
and among students it is discriminatory by singling out for special distrust those who, 
because of financial need, are compelled to seek aid to attend the colleges of their 
choice. 

(b) It is unfair. The disclaimer affidavit has the unAmerican effect of placing the 
swearer in possible jeopardy on account of his private beliefs, not his overt actions, 
and yet offers no clear and definite criteria for determining subversion. It is there- 
fore an affront to freedom of belief and conscience. 

(c) It is inappropriate. We see no validity to requiring such an affidavit as a pre- 
requisite to borrowing money or otherwise obtaining aid to finance an education. That 
the source of funds is the Federal Government rather than a private bank appears irrelevant 

(d) It is superfluous and ineffective. As a means of combatting disloyalty and sub- 
version, a disclaimer affidavit is ineffective. The truly disloyal person would not be 
dissuaded from disloyal actions by having been required to subscribe to such an affidavit, 
nor would he have any compunction about signing it. 

(e) It involves Government interference in institutional affairs. Since educational 
institutions are required to secure these affidavits from affected students as a pre- 
requisite to granting loans or recommending candidates for fellowships, they rightly feel 
that the Government is interfering in an area of administration which belongs properly 
without restriction to free institutions of higher learning. 


Congress Asked to Vote The Committee on Relationships, at the same meeting, unanimously 
$500 Million More for confirmed its strong endorsement of the College Housing Loan 


vigorous recommendations to the Administration and the Con- 
gress in support of additional authorization of $500 million. 

It was pointed out that since no additional funds were provided in fiscal 1959, and 
only $250 million has been provided in the current fiscal 1960, all of which has been 
committed, there is need for funds covering the two years ending June 30, 1961. The 
Housing and Home Finance Agency, it was reported, now has on hand more than $90 million 
in applications for College Housing Loans. The committee voted to commend the agency for 
continuing to accept applications, and urged institutions to continue to file applica- 
tions, in order that there may be a definite record of actual needs for such loans. 
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The committee also strongly endorsed the principle of Federal support in the 
area of academic facilities. The members unanimously adopted a resolution con- 
firming approval of a Federal loan plan for classrooms, libraries, and laboratories 
patterned after the College Housing Program, or any other sound plan that would 
give comparable or superior financial support to the institutions. 

While the committee took these actions in the conviction that such measures 
would be extremely helpful, the members agreed that the dimensions of need in this 
area are so great as to justify a request of the Council's Problems and Policies 
Committee for a broad study giving particular attention to capital needs in higher 
education and to Federal responsibility for helping to meet these needs. 


Committee Approves The Committee on Relationships voted unanimously to endorse 
ROTC Property Bill H.R. 8006, iftroduced by Representative Gubser of California, 


designed "to relieve educational institutions maintaining 
Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps units from responsibility for Government 
property." It was pointed out that this policy already is in effect in units of 
the Navy and Air Force R.0O.T.C. 


Department of HEW Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Joins the Campaign Welfare, has committed the resources of his department to 


Against Degree Mills the campaign against degree mills. This action, announced 

at his press conference on October 29, was based on the 
report prepared by Robert H. Reid for the American Council on Education and the 
recommendation of the Council of State Governments for remedial legislation in the 
several states. (See this Bulletin, Vol. VIII, Nos. 37 and 38). A portion of 
Secretary Flemming's statement follows: 


Degree mills have become such a blight on the American educational scene that 
I have come to the conclusion the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare has 
a responsibility to do something about them. 

At my request, therefore, the U.S. Commissioner of Education, Lawrence G. 
Derthick, is today launching a program to help combat these fraudulent institutions. 
The program will be threefold: 

--The Commissioner will cdmpile as quickly as possible and maintain a list of 
all alleged educational institutions whose activities he believes to be questionable. 
An institution will be labeled "questionable" if it purports to grant educational 
degrees without requiring the usual academic performance. Further, future editions 
of "Education Directory, Part 3, Higher Education" and future editions of "Accredited 
Higher Institutions," both published by the Office of Education, will contain a 
warning to the public on the tactics of degree-mill operators. 

--The Commissioner of Education will confer with representatives of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, the Department of State, the Office of the Postmaster General, the 
Federal Trade Commission, and appropriate nongovernmental agencies to reexamine and 
to clarify whatever powers the Federal Government has to cope with the evils of 
the degree-mill operations, both in the United States and outside the United States 
if they are allegedly conducted under American auspices. The Commissioner will re- 
quest more extensive use of the existing and reasonably satisfactory processes by 
which American academic credentials are certified. In this way the distinction 
between legitimate and illegitimate degrees should become clear to foreign students 
as well as to Americans living abroad. 

--Inasmuch as degree mills award many so-called religious degrees, the Com- 
missioner of Education will seek a conference with religious leaders to obtain their 
help in finding some solution to this aspect of the problem. 


— 


Office of Statistical Information Co, REPORT ON 
and Research SS = 
< QUESTIONNAIRES 
AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION 
1785 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. UCR 


No. 31 - October 23, 1959 


WHEN AN ADDRESS IS GIVEN, WRITE TO THAT ADDRESS FOR INFORMATION. 
If no address is given, write to OSIR for the address. 


(Salaries) QR 1438 - has resulted in a report dated October, 1959, by 
the Rocky Mountain College Placement Association, of salaries of 1959 
graduating seniors with bachelor degrees. Table I "pertains to the need 
of industry, government, education, and other employers for seniors with 
bachelors' degrees working on their first full time jobs." Table II 
“pertains to the acceptance of the first full time job with industry, 


government, education, and other employers by seniors with bachelors' 
degrees." 


(Finances) QR 1450 - A questionnaire (covering letter dated September 4, 
1959) entitled "Survey of Voluntary Support of America's Colleges and 
Universities 1958-59." This survey is conducted biennially by the Council 
for Financial Aid to Education, 6 East 45th Street, New York 17, New York. 


(Finances) QR 1458 - A 4-page questionnaire dated October, 1959 entitled 
"Salaries and Salary Schedules in Universities, Colleges and Junior Colleges, 
1959-60" has been circulated by the Research Division, National Education 
Association, 1201 - 16th Street, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. This is the fourth 
in a series of studies of salaries paid and salary policies in institutions 
of higher education. 


(Financial Aid - Graduate Students) QR 1464 - A l-page questionnaire (covering 
letter dated October 6, 1959) pertaining to "fellowships, scholarships, and 
assistantships available to graduate students in the fields of guidance and 
personnel services including counseling and counseling psychology" (1960-61). 
This is the fourth consecutive year the survey has been made. The data will 
appear in the January 1960 issue of the Personnel and Guidance Journal. 


(Fellowships) QR 1468 - A 5-part questionnaire is being circulated by the 

U.S. Office of Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 
Washington 25, D.C., to "the Deans of all Graduate Schools which award the Ph.D. 
or similar high degree.” Part I - "Number and Total Amount of Institutional 
Graduate Fellowships Awarded for 1959-60, by Field." Part II - "Number and 
Total Amount of Major Non-Institutional Graduate Fellowships Awarded For 1959-60, 
by Field.” Part III - "Data Concerning Doctoral Candidates." Part IV - "Rating 
of Barriers to Future Expansion of Graduate School, by Area." Part V - tuition 
and fees. Replies are requested by November 25, 1959. 


(Faculty) QR 904 (previously reported) has resulted in a 6l-page report 
by the U.S. Office of Education entitled "College and University Faculties - 
Recent Personnel and Instructional Practices" Bulletin 1959, No. 27. This 

report may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., 30 cents a copy. 


(Tenure - College and University Presidents) QR 1456 - A “study of the 
average length of tenure of college and university presidents" is being 
conducted in the office of the National Commission on Accrediting, 

1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


(Jr. College Teachers) QR 1466 - A 2-page questionnaire entitled "Source 
and Educational Background New Junior College Teachers 1959-60" has been 
circulated by the President, Mt. San Antonio College, 1100 North San Jose 
Hills Road, Walnut, California. (QR 1014, reported in October 1958, anc 
with the same title, covered 1958-59.) 


(Higher Education - Illinois) QR 1451 - A questionnaire entitled "The 
Geographic Availability of Programs in Higher Education in Illinois" has 

been circulated to the "Chief Administrative Officers of All Institutions 
of Higher Learning in Illinois." This study was undertaken at the request 
of the Advisory Committee of the Illinois Commission of Higher Education. 


(Curriculum) QR 1461 - Two questionnaires (covering letter dated 
October 2, 1959) entitled "Survey of English Language and Orientation 

Courses for Foreign Nationals Offered by Colleges and Universities in the 
United States." QR 1461-Q916 - During the 1959 Summer Session or Quarter 

and QR 1461-Q917 - During the Academic Year 1959-60. For further information 
write to the Resources Division, Institute of International Education, 

1 East 67th Street, New York 21, New York. 


(Curriculum) QR 1457 - has three questions which pertain to procedures on 
curricular changes, one on language requirements and one on literature 

requirements for the B.A. degree. For further information write to the 
Language and Literature Department, St. Olaf Gollege, Northfield, Minnesota. 


(Foreign Languages) QR 1366 (previously reported) has resulted in a 
17-page report entitled "Offering Foreign Languages in a Small High School." 


For further information write to the Guidance Director, Warwick Valley High 
School, Warwick, New York. 


(Social Work Education) QR 1463 - A 32-page questionnaire entitled 
"Questionnaire on the Use of Audio, Visual and Audio-Visual Methods and 
Materials in Social Work Education" has been circulated by the Fordham 


University School of Social Service, 134 East 39th Street, New York, New York. 


(Sabbatical Leave Policy) QR 1465 - A letter-type request dated October 8, 
1959, for copies of sabbatical leave policies and comments as to the 
satisfaction of such policies. 


_ 


(Enrollment) QR 1452 - A short (card) questionnaire entitled "Survey 
of Opening (Fall) Enrollment: 1959" has been circulated by the U.S. 
Office of Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 


Washington 25, D.C. This is part of the U.S. Office of Education's 
annual survey on enrollment. 


(Enrollment) QR 1453 - An annual survey by the U.S. Office of Education 
and the American Society for Engineering Education entitled "Survey of 
Engineering Enrollment: Fall of 1959." The American Society for 
Engineering Education will publish, in the JOURNAL OF ENGINEERING 
EDUCATION, the statistics for those engineering schools having one or 
more curricula accredited by the Engineers’ Council for Professional 
Development. The U.S. Office of Education, Department of Health, Education 


and Welfare, Washington 25, D.C., will analyze and publish the data for all 
engineering schools. 


(Enrollment) QR 1454 - A "Survey of Junior-Year Students, Fall 1959 - 
Number of Science and Mathematics Majors and Total Junior-Year Enrollment 
in All Fields of Study" is being conducted by the U.S. Office of Education, 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington 25, D.C. "This 


is the annual fall survey of junior-year students majoring in the various 
physical and biological sciences and mathematics." 


(Enrollment) QR 1181 (previously reported) has resulted in a 64-page 
report entitled "Junior-Year Science and Mathematics Students, Fall 1958" 
(Circular No. 577). This is the second report in a series conducted by 

the U.S. Office of Education. Circular 577 may be obtained from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D.C., 45 cents a copy. 


(Religious Activities) QR 1462 - A questionnaire sent to "two-hundred 
fifty-six publicly supported colleges or universities" has resulted in a 
64-page report entitled "Religious Activities in Public Colleges." For 
further information write to the Director of Bureau of Research, St. Cloud 
State College, St. Cloud, Minnesota. 


(Distributive Education Laboratories) QR 1460 - A request dated October 5, 
1959, has been made for information as to "whether or not your school has 
a retailing laboratory and the name of the instructor in charge." This 
information is to be used in connection with a study of junior college 
distributive education laboratories. 


(Honor Systems) QR 1153 - A 2=-page questionnaire circulated to "about 
300 liberal arts colleges" has resulted in a l-page report on honor 


systems. For further information write to the Honor System Committee, 
Student Council, Morningside College, Sioux City, Iowa. 


(College Data) QR 1459 - A questionnaire to gather information 

for the 1959-60 edition of the "College Facts Chart." The bulletin 
will be made available to the high schools of the country. For 
further information write to The National Beta Club, 458 N. Church 


Street, Spartanburg, South Carolina. 


(College Graduates) QR 1470 - The Bureau of Social Science Research, 
2017 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington 8, D C., will make a 
nation-wide study of 1958 college graduates (Bachelor's and Master's). 
Registrars of 4-year colleges and universities will be asked to 
supply names and addresses of 1958 graduates. The study is supported 
by the National Science Foundation. Questionnaires will be mailed to 
graduates on a sampling basis. 


(Financing Plans) QR 1469 - refers to a questionnaire on family 
arrangements for financing college. Results are included in a thesis, 
presumably available by an inter-library loan. The questionnaire was 
sent to seniors and to parents. 


I. The purpose of these Reports on Questionnaires is to 
achieve a) an improvement in the quality of data about 
higher education, b) a reduction in the number of 
questionnaires, and c) a wider and faster dissemination 
of information about studies completed or in process. 


II. Since the first Report on Questionnaires, OSIR has 
mailed 9,879 “informations" in response to requests to 
it. In addition, a large amount of direct correspondence 
takes place between interested parties as a result of 
the address béing given in the report. (Note that of 
24 items in this report, addresses are given for 19.) 


III. Since the beginning of the Reports on Questionnaires, 
several colleges have reported to OSIR on questionnaires 
received. The OSIR reports are based largely on reports 
from these colleges. Our sincere appreciation is again 
expressed to them for their assistance. 


IV. Despite the reporting by the institutions mentioned above, 
many questionnaires are not called to public attention. It 
would be interesting to get some measure of the total. Why 
don't YOU make it a point to report to OSIR the title (or 
brief description), and the name and address of the sender, 
of each questionnaire YOU receive in the next 30 days? A 
post-card is sufficient. 
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WHEN AN ADDRESS IS GIVEN, WRITE TO THAT ADDRESS FOR INFORMATION. 


If no address is given, write to OSIR for the address. 
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(Curriculum) QR 1472 - A questionnaire entitled "Survey of Organized 
Occupational Curriculums" has been circulated by the U.S. Office of 
Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington 25, 
D.C. "This is the fourth annual survey of enrollments and awards in 
organized occupational curriculums of at least 1 but less than 4 years' 
duration in institutions of higher education. . . The portion of this 
survey pertaining to engineering-related curriculums is sponsored jointly 
by the Office of Education and the American Society for Engineering 
Education. Reports will appear in publications of these two agencies." 


(Curriculum) QR 1474 - A l-page questionnaire (covering letter dated 
October 26, 1959) requesting information "which may be included in a 
report on 'College Courses in Careers’ . . The report will probably 
appear in one of the educational journals. ." 


(Enrollment) QR 1482 - A questionnaire (covering letter dated 

November 10, 1959) entitled "Survey of Students Enrolled for Advanced 
Degrees: Fall 1959" has been circulated to approximately 622 institutions 
in the United States by the U.S. Office of Education, Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, Washington 25, D.C. "The Office of Education is 
conducting this survey at the request of the National Science Foundation 
and the National Institutes of Health." The “trial version" of this 
questionnaire was reported in Report on Questionnaires No. 29, August 19, 
1959, as QR 1428. 


(Admission Policies) QR 1501 - A letter-type request for "one set of 
application forms which all undergraduate and graduate students are 
required to complete and file for admission to your institution." This 
survey is being conducted by the Assistant Staff Director for Laws, Plans 
and Research of the Public Education Section, Commission on Civil Rights, 
Washington 25, D.C. The forms were requested by November 30, 1959. 


(Degrees) QR 1476 - A card request dated October 7, 1959 for information 
regarding types and abbreviations of various academic degrees, both earned 
and honorary, conferred by American colleges and universities has been 


circulated by the U.S. Office of Education, Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, Washington 25, D.C. 


(Business Education) QR 6 (previously reported) pertains to 

a questionnaire on business education sent out in March, 1957, 

to all accredited four-year undergraduate and accredited graduate 
institutions offering programs in business administration. The 
publication The Education of American Businessmen ($7.50), third 
in The Carnegie Series in American Education, published by McGraw 
Hill Book Company, Inc.,contains information and data resulting 
from this questionnaire. The publication is not limited, however, 
to a report based on results of the questionnaire. 


(Graduate Teacher Education) QR 1487 - A letter-type questionnaire 
dated April 27, 1959, relating to subject matter courses in graduate 
teacher programs was circulated by the Executive Director, Advisory 
Board on Education, National Academy of Sciences, National Research 
Council, 2101 Constitution Avenue, Washington 25, D.C. 


(Library Research) QR 1338 (previously reported) has resulted in 

the first issue (39 pages) of Library Research in Progress (OE 15003, 
October 1959). “With the first issue of Library Research in Progress, 
the Library Services Branch of the U.S. Office of Education, inaugurates 
an occasional bulletin designed to serve as a clearinghouse of infor- 
mation about new developments in the field. . . The first issue includes 
projects active between January and August 1959. . . The primary aim of 
LiRiP is to report new and less publicized research projects. 
Subscriptions to LiRiP are available without charge from the Library 


Services Branch, U.S. Office of Education, Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, Washington 25, D.C." 


(Legislative Control) QR 1475 - A l-page questionnaire (covering letter 
dated October 6, 1959) has been circulated by the President, Henderson 
State Teachers College, Arkadelphia, Arkansas, “to determine the 
implications and possible effects of the establishment of . . one 
over-all (state) board.” 


(Leaves of Absence and Sabbaticals) QR 1471 - A letter-type inquiry 
dated October 19, 1959, sent to selected colleges and universities 
requesting information on their policies governing leaves of absence 

and sabbatical leaves. For further information write to the Acting Dean, 


Yeshiva University, Amsterdam Avenue and 186th Street, New York 33, N.Y. 


(Facilities) QR 1473 - A 3-page questionnaire entitled "Portable and 
Permanent Classroom Utilization Questionnaire" has been circulated by 
the Chief, Bureau of School Planning, California State Department of 

Education, 721 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento 14, California. 


(Construction) QR 1483 - A l-page questionnaire entitled "College 
Construction During 1959." This is an annual request for information 
about the amount, cost and kinds of school building construction 
completed during 1959. 
(Construction) QR 1496 - A l-page questionnaire entitled "Junior 
College Construction During 1959." This is an annual request for 
information about the amount, cost and kinds of school building 
construction completed during 1959. 
(Construction) QR 1503 - A l-page questionnaire (covering letter 
dated November 2, 1959) entitled "Public Elementary and Secondary 
School Construction During 1959." This is an annual request for 
information about the amount, cost and kinds of school building 
construction completed during 1959. 
(Construction) QR 1505 - A l-page questionnaire entitled "Private 
Elementary and Secondary School Construction During 1959." This is 
an annual request for information about the amount, cost and kinds of 
school building construction completed during 1959. 
(Sociology) QR 1488-9942 - A card survey (October 1959) of enrollment 
and textbooks in Introductory Sociology. QR 1488-Q943 (November 1959) 
is a follow-up questionnaire. For further information write to the 
Director, Textbook Comparison Project, Department of Sociology, Centre 
College of Kentucky, Danville, Kentucky. 
(Sociology) QR 1506 - A card survey (January 1959) of Introductory 
Sociology textbooks published since 1953 has resulted in a report 
entitled "The Relative Popularity of Recent Introductory Sociologies." 
For further information write to the Director, Textbook Comparison 
Project, Department of Sociology, Centre College of Kentucky, Danville, 
Kentucky. 
(Annual Reports) QR 1480 - A l-page questionnaire dated October 26, 
1959, relating to the availability, contents and importance of the 
annual report as a document of institutional operation in selected 
American institutions of higher learning. This study is part of a 
graduate program. 
(Annual Reports) QR 1504 - A letter-type request dated November 6, 
1959, for "a recent copy of the President's Report" and a post card 
request for information on annual President's Reports, has been 
circulated by the Director of Public Relations, Georgetown College, 
Georgetown, Kentucky. 


(Teaching of Reading) QR 1484 - A 2-part questionnaire entitled 

“The Harvard-Carnegie Study of the Teaching of Reading - A Survey 

of Current Practices in the Undergraduate Training of Elementary 
Classroom Teachers in the United States, 1959-1960." Part I - 

QR 1484-Q945 - "seeks general information about your institution and 
about selected aspects of the courses in reading instruction offered 
to undergraduate students majoring in elementary education." Part II - 
QR 1484-Q946 - "seeks information about faculty members who teach the 
fundamentals of reading instruction, about the nature and content of 
these courses, and about opinions of selected practices and methods 
related to the teaching of reading in the elementary schools." For 
further information write to the Director, Harvard-Carnegie Reading 


Study, Harvard Graduate School of Education, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts. 


(Institutional Research) QR 1422 (previously reported) pertains to a 
questionnaire circulated to "all land-grant institutions and state 
universities" by the Joint Office of Institutional Research of the 
American Association of Land-Grant Colleges and State Universities 

and the State Universities Association, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. A 142-page mimeographed report entitled "Institutional 
Research Concerning Land-Grant Institutions and State Universities" 

was prepared by the Director of the Office of Institutional Research and 
Service, Florida State University, in September, 1959. 


(Engineering) QR 1507 - A questionnaire (October 1959) entitled "Transfers 
to Schools or Colleges of Engineering" has been circulated to Deans of 
Schools of Engineering requesting information on the number of students 
who entered engineering schools this fall by transfer from non-engineering 
programs. For further information write to the U.S. Office of Education, 


Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington 25, D.C. 


(Athletic Conferences) QR 1502 - A questionnaire (covering letter dated 
November 6, 1959) has been circulated to Presidents of California 

Junior Colleges concerning "the present status of the various athletic 
conferences." 


(Accounting Procedures) QR 1500 - A 2-page questionnaire (covering letter 
dated October 28, 1959) pertaining to a study of accounting procedures 
prevalent in school districts in the United States. Respondents will be 
informed of the results of this survey. 


(Art Laboratories) QR 1356 (previously reported) has resulted in a 4-page 
report relative to non-credit art laboratories. Copies of the report were 
sent to the 88 respondents. 


(Ceramics Departments) QR 1477 - A letter-type questionnaire dated 
November 1, 1959, relating to junior college ceramics departments. This 
study is part of a graduate program. 
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This threefold program will be in addition to important and constructive ‘ 
actions being taken by non-Federal organizations. 

The American Council on Education earlier this month published an excellent 
report, "American Degree Mills," prepared by Robert H. Reid. The Council tackled 
the problem with courage and presented its findings with clarity. 

A few states, namely Arkansas, California, Nevada, and New York, have passed 
remedial legislation. The Council of State Governments is to be commended for its 
efforts to develop uniform legislation suitable for adoption by all the states. I 
agree with the Council of State Governments, the American Council on Education, 
and educational leaders that degree mills are a problem requiring prompt state 
action. If and when it proves impossible for the states themselves to cope with 
this problem, consideration should be given to possible additional Federal 
legislation. 

It is important to understand what a degree mill is. It is an organization 
that awards degrees without requiring courses of instruction that all reputable 
educational institutions require before conferring degrees. It, therefore, either 
receives fees from its so-called students on the basis of fraudulent misrepresen- 
tations, or it makes it possible for the recipients of its degrees to perpetrate 
a fraud on the public. Some degree mills even offer meaningless degrees, bearing 
a variety of hocus-posus titles which have no standing in the reputable educational 
community. Most of them operate solely by mail. In many cases staffs and plants 
do not even exist. 


Degree mills are a serious threat to American educational standards in several 
ways. 
First, they damage, by misunderstanding in the public mind, the legitimate 

and reputable correspondence schools which are filling an important and necessary 
role in this country, and, in fact, are assisting in the effort to weed out degree 
mills. Correspondence courses are offered by these schools and also by some colleges 
and universities. But legitimate correspondence schools do not award degrees, and 
colleges and universities do not award degrees on the basis of correspondence 

courses alone. 


Second, they rob those who honestly believe that they have received recognition 
from a legitimate institution of higher education. 

Third, they lower American prestige abroad by deceiving foreign students. 
They cause legitimate American educational degrees to be undervalued by many 
Europeans, Asians, and Africans because of the confusion overseas between bona 
fide institutions of higher education in the United States and the degree mills. 


Language Program Has Lawrence G. Derthick, U. S. Commissioner of Education, 
Advisory Committee has announced the appointment of a l2-member national 
advisory committee to assist the Office of Education 

in guiding the course of its program to encourage the extension and improvement of 
modern foreign language instruction in the nation's schools and colleges. The 
committee will be concerned specifically with the Language Development Program, 
which is authorized by Title VI of the National Defense Education Act. This pro- 
gram includes institutes for elementary and secondary school teachers of modern 
foreign languages, and language and area centers for improvement of instruction 
in languages not commonly taught in the United States. It also provides for 
modern foreign language fellowships and research to determine how foreign languages 
may be taught more effectively, and for the development of specialized instructional 
materials. 

The membership includes Dr. James Bryant Conant, New York, N.Y¥., former presi- 
dent of Harvard University and ambassador to West Germany. He is also the author 
of the recent widely-publicized report on "The American High School Today." Other 
members are: Dr. G. Homer Durham, vice president, University of Utah; Miss Grace E. 
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Gardner, National Education Association classroom representative on U. S. 
National Commission for UNESCO, Southwest Missouri State College; Dr. Richard H. 
Heindel, president, Wagner College; Dr. Harold Boles Hoskins, director, Foreign 
Service Institute, Department of State; Dr. Francis Keppel, dean, Faculty of 
Education, Harvard University; Dr. Franklin David Murphy, president, University 
of Kansas; Dr. Samuel N. Nabrit, president, Texas Southern University; Dr. 
William Riley Parker, Department of English, Indiana University; Dr. George 
Winchester Stone, Jr., executive secretary, Modern Language Association; Dr. 
Merrian H. Trytten, director, Office of Scientific Personnel, National Academy 
of Sciences, National Research Council; and Dr. Jerrold R. Zacharias, professor 
of physics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Congress appropriated $10.05 million for the current fiscal year to carry 
out the four major provisions of the Language Development Program. Last fiscal 
year, with $5 million appropriated by Congress for the program, the Office of 
Education arranged for establishment of 12 summer institutes and set up four more 
institutes for operation during the 1959-60 academic year. In addition, 171 
language fellowships were granted, 19 language and area centers in colleges and 
universities were contracted for, and 20 research contracts were concluded. 


AEC Names Director A. R. Luedecke, general manager of the Atomic Energy 
of Contract Policy Commission, has announced that an Office of Contract 


Policy to coordinate all policies, standards, and pro- 
cedures pertaining to contracts awarded by the Commission has been established. 
John R. Moore, director of the Contract Division of the Commission's Oak Ridge 
Operations Office, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, has been appointed director of the new 
office. 

The Office of Contract Policy will develop over-all policies, standards and 
procedures pertaining to both fixed-price and cost-type contracts of the Commission 
and subcontracts by the Commission's cost-type prime contractors, including con- 
tractor selections, contract negotiation and administration, fixed fees, and 
contract reporting. The office also will provide staff advice and assistance to 
the General Manager, directors of divisions and offices at headquarters, managers 
of operations offices and other contracting officials; develop a program for 
keeping small business firms informed about contracting with the Commission and 
its contractors; maintain liaison with the Small Business Administration and repre- 
sent the Commission on contract policy matters with other Federal agencies. 


Editorial Projects for The relationship between the alumnus and his alma mater 

Education Established will be the subject of a 16-page special insert for 
alumni magazines scheduled for publication next spring. 

The cooperative project was originally called "Operation Moonshooter." Last 

July its board formed a non-profit corporation under the name Editorial Projects 

for Education, Inc., and hired a full-time executive editor. He is Corbin Gwaltney, 

for nine years editor of The Johns Hopkins Magazine and the only three-time winner 

of the Robert Sibley Award, presented by the American Alumni Council to the 

"Alumni Magazine of the Year." Editorial offices are in Baltimore. The new 

corporation is closely associated with the American Alumni Council. 
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